[Current aspects of myopathology].
Advances in morphology, biochemistry and molecular genetics have been the basis of remarkable progress in the understanding of diseases of skeletal muscle during the last two decades. Many hereditary muscle diseases have been linked to specific gene defects. The functions of the respective proteins and the consequences of their mutations are now being characterized and correlated with the morphologically detectable muscle alterations. This review briefly summarizes the current state of knowledge of the pathogenesis of clinically relevant muscle diseases.